
Dear Beautiful Sangha, 

I truly hope this finds you well and staying cool in body, heart, and mind! 

It’s hard to believe, but we are again at that sacred threshold where summer begins to soften, and the early winds of 

autumn whisper change. Yes, time seems to fly by, and yet each moment invites us to pause and reflect. 

Last August, we reflected on the meaning of the word Augustus “Consecrated” or “Venerable” and asked the   

question: Have you ever thought of yourself as Venerable? Worthy of reverence not by title, but by how you live, 

how you love, how you walk the path. 

We spoke of becoming “Vow Born” practitioners, that is, those who rise above karmic habits to live from the     

Bodhisattva vow within. And I shared that in each moment, we are given a sacred pause: the space between       

stimulus and response. In that space lives our freedom. In that space, our Dharma story writes itself, not as victims 

of  circumstance, but as authors of intention, echoing the Eternal Buddha. 

This year, that insight returns with new depth. 

Thanks to a powerful offering from our brother Herb,  in one of our Hozas, I’ve been reflecting on the phrase 

“Situational Awareness.” 

Yes, this is often used in military or safety contexts, but in the Dharma, it speaks to something even deeper: the 

ability to be fully present, to read the conditions of a moment, not just outside us, but within, and to act not from 

habit, but from love. 

For Situational Awareness is the living pulse of mindfulness, wisdom, and Dependent Origination. It is how we 

honor each moment with reverence. 

But this presence alone is not enough. For presence must be paired with vision. 

This is where the profound teaching of “Harmonious Imaging”, the second step the Eight-Fold Path, traditionally 

known as Right Thought, as shared by the late Bhante Vimalaramsi, becomes vital. Harmonious Imaging means 

we are not bound by what is, rather, we are shaped by what we dare to envision through the lens of the Dharma. 

That is how we see people having problems in our Sangha, not just as their problems alone, but as their unimagined 

possibilities makes all the difference. This is not fantasy. It’s not wishful thinking. It’s the sacred act of imaging 

from interdependence, seeing life and people as fluid, responsive, and utterly capable of revealing  Buddha nature at 

any time.  And this understanding of essential harmlessness and practice importantly impacts every encounter that 

we have from rising to rest. 

And when these two, Situational Awareness and Harmonious Imagination, come together in our practice, a critical 

third element is born: Structural Love/or Wisdom.  I am using the term Structural Love here to let you know that 

from this place kindness and compassion naturally bloom.   

Thus Structural Love is the field we create when we no longer transmit suffering, when we become, through our 

mere living presence, the place where oppression ends. 

As we’ve shared in recent teachings, here is a vow we can carry into daily life: 

“I will not react. I will not harden.   

I will see clearly, speak boldly, and act compassionately.   

I will be the place where oppression ends   

not because I defeat it, but because I do not transmit it.” 

  Rissho Kosei-kai of New York  
         320 East 39tthStreet, New York, NY 10016   TEL: (212) 867-5677  

    E-mail address: koseiny@aol.com,  Website : http://rk-ny.org 

August  2025 Newsletter  



See, you are not responsible for solving geopolitical conflict.   

Rather, you are responsible for remembering what’s real,   

and becoming the field of love & compassion itself. 

This is what Shakyamuni Buddha revealed beneath the Bodhi tree:   

Not escape, but presence.   

Not control, but compassion.   

Not dogma, but direct awakening in every moment. 

For example, President Niwano, in his July 2025 Guidance, reminded us of the tragic legacy of war, especially in 

Okinawa. He asked us not to turn away from the suffering of history, but to listen deeply, reverently, and let that 

pain become the seed of Daiwa, Great Harmony. 

That harmony cannot be dictated by governments or systems. It must be lived, moment by moment, by people like 

us, you and me, who have vowed to live not from karmic habit, but from awakening. 

And so, as we enter this sacred month once again, I return to our question from last year:   

Have you thought of yourself as Venerable? 

If you are living as one who is Vow Born, that is, who chooses presence, who keeps smiling as a sacred offering, 

donation, and who meets this world with imagination rooted in love, then I can say this without hesitation:          

You are Venerable.  You are worthy of reverence not because of a title, but because of your vow. 

So this August,  amidst the heat of Summer, let us try to:   

- Live from the vow, not the habit.   

- Practice situational awareness with every Gassho (hands placed together).   

- Imagine harmoniously, even when reality feels hard.   

- Smile, not to hide pain, but to soften into presence.   

- And above all, love not sentimentally, but structurally. 

As Founder Niwano said:   

“If, at first, you only superficially adopt the ‘keep on smiling’ philosophy, that’s all right. Just keep in mind that you 

are smiling to become more flexible, and it will naturally sink into your spirit.” (Living the Lotus, President Niwano, 

May 2024) 

For the first person impacted by your behavior, good or bad, harmonious or inharmonious, is you.  So let us never 

forget with every smile, every vow, every act of compassionate imagination, we are, Itai Doshin, together, trans-

forming this world. 

Thank you for your practice. Thank you for your presence.   

May this be a month not only of reflection, but most of all of radiant joy. 

With deep gratitude and Gassho,   
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